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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FLEISCHMANN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 11, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES J. 
FLEISCHMANN to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, a strong, 
safe, reliable, and efficient infrastruc-
ture system is vital for robust and sus-
tained economic growth. Comprehen-
sive infrastructure reform is all-inclu-
sive and requires an ongoing invest-
ment by the Federal Government in 
not just our roads and bridges but in 
all of the vital systems that support 
our way of life. 

Currently, the United States needs 
around $3.6 trillion in infrastructure 

investment by 2020, just to keep our 
country in a state of good repair. By 
contrast, China, perhaps our greatest 
international rival, spends nearly four 
times of its GDP on infrastructure 
than we do and announced nearly a 
trillion dollars more infrastructure 
spending just last year. 

Put simply, our national infrastruc-
ture system is an embarrassment, 
earning a D-plus grade from the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers. It is a 
threat to our economy, to American 
jobs, to our national security, and to 
our environment. 

We need a public transportation sys-
tem that gets people where they need 
to be, keeps our roads clear, and makes 
our cities better places to live. We need 
a freight system that moves products 
and raw materials quickly, safely, and 
efficiently. We need airways that reli-
ably move people and cargo around the 
country and the world in a timely man-
ner. We need river locks and ports that 
allow American farmers to ship their 
products to market, no matter where 
that is. We need water pipes and sewers 
that transport safe, clean water to 
every American. And we need to close 
the broadband gap so that every Amer-
ican can take advantage of the oppor-
tunities the Internet provides. 

Investing in America’s infrastructure 
is good politics, good economics, and 
the right thing to do. Each year, Amer-
icans take around 11 billion trips on 
public transportation systems like 
buses, commuter rail, and light rail, 
contributing to the $58 billion industry 
that employs nearly half a million peo-
ple. And yet, almost half of our Na-
tion’s buses and a quarter of our rail 
assets are in marginal or poor condi-
tion. 

My city of Chicago is the crossroads 
for the Nation’s freight system, and 
each day more than 54 million tons of 
freight is moved across the U.S., and 
nearly a quarter of it passes through 
the Chicago city limits—at times, very 
slowly. 

We stand to lose $1 trillion a year in 
lost sales in 2020, if we fail to build out 
our freight infrastructure to keep pace 
with future growth. 

Congestion is also an issue at our Na-
tion’s airports. Ground delays are be-
coming a greater challenge as more 
and more people fly regularly. These 
delays can have a very serious con-
sequence, resulting in passengers being 
late to their destinations, lost produc-
tivity from cargo sitting on runways, 
and increased pollution due to need-
lessly burning jet fuel. 

In addition to air and ground, we 
must also talk about our waterways. 
Each year millions of tons of material 
traverse inland waterways like the 
Mississippi River and the Saint Law-
rence Seaway. But, according to the 
Army Corps of Engineers, there is a bil-
lion dollar maintenance backlog that 
threatens to keep our waterways from 
maintaining adequate levels of per-
formance. 

There are problems in our water and 
sewer systems, too. The 240,000 water 
main breaks that occur in this country 
each year cost us more than $2.6 bil-
lion; not to mention the lost produc-
tivity caused by closed roads, lost 
water, and other indirect impacts. 
Nearly all of the U.S. underground 
water pipes will reach or surpass their 
useful lifespans in the next decade. The 
longer we wait, the higher the price tag 
will become. 

Finally, we can use our infrastruc-
ture system to promote economic 
growth and economic equality, and one 
great way to do that is to close the 
broadband gap and increase access to 
high-speed Internet. As many as 50 mil-
lion Americans live in areas without 
the ability to get high-quality and use-
ful Internet access. Extending the abil-
ity to get online benefits businesses, 
employees, students, and everyone else 
without this vital utility, all while 
spurring economic activities that rip-
ple throughout the economy. 
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The benefits of smart investment and 

infrastructure are massive. Every bil-
lion spent in infrastructure creates 
13,000 jobs, in addition to improving 
the efficiency of the system. And every 
dollar invested generates almost $3 in 
economic activity. 

Conversely, the consequences of fail-
ing to act are dire. Each American 
household stands to lose $3,400 per year 
in disposable income thanks to infra-
structure deficiencies. That is money 
taken directly from our constituents’ 
pockets, money they would use to sup-
port themselves and their families, not 
to mention the economy as a whole, 
which could lose more than $4 trillion 
in GDP and more than 2.5 million jobs 
by 2025. 

We owe it to each other and every 
one of our constituents to act. I urge 
the 115th Congress to prioritize infra-
structure spending and pass a com-
prehensive package that addresses all 
aspects of the connected infrastructure 
system. 

f 

WE MUST STAND WITH FREEDOM- 
LOVING NATIONS AROUND THE 
WORLD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I was 
reflecting the other day. Last week, we 
all joined together in this Chamber, we 
held up our right hand, and we swore 
an oath to protect and defend the Con-
stitution against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic. 

That is an oath I have taken both as 
a Member of Congress—now on my 
fourth term—and as a military pilot, 
something similar to that, talking 
about the importance of the military 
to protect and defend the Constitution. 
In both of these roles, I have seen first-
hand the sacrifice that men and women 
of the military have been willing to 
make to defend their freedoms, to de-
fend the Constitution, defend the coun-
try. 

This last month was especially tough 
for our Nation’s security and for our 
foreign policy. The 8-year decline of 
American global leadership, under the 
President, came to a head. A sad trend 
built by the Obama administration 
continued as the White House worked 
with our enemies and abandoned our 
friends. 

For one, the recent ceasefire in Syria 
was reached without United States’ 
input, ultimately empowering tyrants 
in Iran and in Russia. In fact, to think 
about the situation in Syria, I want to 
remind people there are half a million 
dead Syrians right now, innocent civil-
ians. And I have heard people say, com-
pletely incorrectly, that it doesn’t 
matter; they are all basically terror-
ists. Untrue. But let’s say it is. 

There are 50,000 children in Syria 
that did not get an opportunity to go 
be a teacher or a police officer or a 
firefighter or a doctor because of ty-
rants in Iran, because of Bashar al- 

Assad and because of Russia empow-
ering them and using precision-guided 
munitions to hit innocent civilians and 
take their life away. 

Last week, the U.S. abstained from a 
vote in the United Nations Security 
Council on the biased resolution tar-
geting our ally Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, rather than turning on 
freedom-loving nations around the 
world, we must stand with them. No-
where is this more important than in 
the fight against terrorism. 

Before the holidays, a list went out 
from ISIS accounts with the names of 
churches in the United States that 
should be attacked over the holidays. 
Then, an attack in Berlin took the 
lives of 12 innocent civilians and in-
jured more than 50 in a Christmas mar-
ket. On New Year’s Eve, there was a 
savage attack at a nightclub in 
Istanbul, killing 39 revelers and injur-
ing dozens. 

Both attacks were claimed by ISIS 
seeking to strike fear into freedom-lov-
ing people around the world. While we 
all must remain vigilant, we cannot 
give in to that fear, and we must con-
tinue to live our lives. 

What we need right now, Mr. Speak-
er, is a renewed American moment, re-
newed American leadership after 8 
years of decline. We need a Churchill 
moment. I think about Winston 
Churchill after the bombs rained down 
in London, and instead of hiding and 
cowering and talking about how ter-
rible it is, he goes out on the streets, 
rallies the people, and says that you 
cannot shatter us. And the people unite 
behind him. 

It is time for America to exhibit the 
same kind of leadership exhibited by 
George W. Bush in the bullhorn speech 
after the fall of the World Trade Cen-
ter. He showed Americans unity, 
strength, resolve, and he reminded the 
world that our foundations will not be 
shaken even if you shake the founda-
tions of our biggest buildings. And you 
can shatter our steel, but you can’t 
shatter the steel of American resolve. I 
haven’t heard speeches like that in 
quite a while from the oval office. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a rough 
election cycle for our country. It has 
been a tough, very divisive, and dif-
ficult time, but now it is time to come 
together. We are going to have our par-
tisan differences and battles, and that 
is fine. That is what we are out here 
for. 

But, Mr. Speaker, America needs to 
remember our mission, our God-given 
mission. I believe that is to be an ex-
ample of self-governance to billions of 
people that don’t have what we have, 
but are desperate for it. 

We used that kind of leadership in 
the cold war as millions lived behind 
the Iron Curtain and saw what freedom 
could be. And there are iron curtains 
that exist today; terrorism, strongmen, 
a resurgent Russia—an iron curtain of 
soft expectations and low expectations 
of people. 

For the last 8 years, we failed to ar-
ticulate that mission. Mr. Speaker, we 

are a nation in need of remembering 
that mission, and it is my sincere hope 
that this will change very soon. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, as I 
have said before, we hope for the best 
from the new President, but we must 
prepare for the worst. 

Everyone who has looked at the 
record of the key advisers to President- 
elect Trump on the issue of immigra-
tion has reason for very deep concern 
that the new President is going to fol-
low the advice of some of the most ex-
treme voices in the immigration de-
bate. 

As for the new President himself, he 
is a bit of an unknown because he 
changes his mind on key issues just as 
quickly as his Twitter feed refreshes. 
He says he has a plan for this and a 
plan for that, but they are secret plans, 
and, as far as we know, they are even 
secrets to him. 

He knows more about computers and 
the Internet, ISIS and terrorists, Rus-
sia and NATO than all of the policy ex-
perts put together, and he thinks of 
himself as kind of the ultimate Presi-
dential adviser to the new President. 

But it is Trump’s lieutenants who 
worry most of us. They are the most 
clearly ideological and dangerous set of 
leaders ever assembled in American 
Government on immigration and any 
number of issues we care about. 

They are vindictive when it comes to 
our immigrant community. The truth 
is that among the new President key 
advisers are some of the staunchest op-
ponents of legal immigration. They are 
against legal immigration. That is 
right. 

While we all oppose illegal immigra-
tion, and some of us have been working 
for years to upgrade the American sys-
tem so that immigrants come with 
visas instead of smugglers, the people 
with access to the Presidency disagree, 
and they don’t want immigrants to 
come here at all from anywhere. 

Look, we have made legal immigra-
tion extremely difficult for everyone 
and simply impossible for most people. 
And then we have been relying on de-
portation, walls, enforcement, and cur-
tailing due process rights for immi-
grants, and that constitutes their im-
migration control strategy for the past 
25 years. And it hasn’t worked for 25 
years. 

But the American people want a hu-
mane, sustainable, secure, and effec-
tive legal immigration system and a 
way for people who already live and 
work here peacefully in America to be 
able to do so within the law. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is why I will 
join a few thousand allies here in 
Washington this Saturday at the his-
toric Metropolitan AME Church on M 
Street to send a clear message that im-
migrants and their allies are standing 
up for immigrant communities. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:38 Jan 11, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JA7.002 H11JAPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T09:07:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




